sentimental fervor* The leading pan in my comedy, the
head and conductor of a Hungarian jumteur singing so*
eiety, was meant to s;uiri/e these vocali/ing, pompous
petty bourgeois* who h;u! struck me as so totally fatuous,
The play has three aers, each one ending* with an actual
chorus; the songs tic the plot and MI produce a comic effect

Jn Budapest neither audience nor reviewers saw any-
thing offensive or objectionable in all this. Hut in Vienna,
where a wide and deep Anschluss movement was already
h& progress, the opposition broke out after the very first
act of* my innocent and unpolitical comedy.

The openin;; took place at the Akiulcmicrhcatcr, a
link* house that belonged, and still does* to the Austrian
government. 'I'he manager of the theater and the actors
were us much surprised as I by this extravagantly fierce
outburst of fumed, A ouwribtwng circumstance was that
the marvelous Viennese comedian Komattowsky, east for
the lead* had I'allcn ill* and the management engaged at
the last moment the excellent Berlin actor Wallburg", who
however had a Berlin accent, always repugnant to Vien-
nese ears* and was Jewish into the bargain.

The second and third acts too were followed by a bed-
lain of piercing whistles (the equivalent of American
booing)* hissing, and shrill shouts of abuse. From the
balcony came the roars of young members of the choral
societies, who, we liicrr discovered, lud appeared en masse
for just this purpose.

Ir was u strange ami dismaying feeling for me, appear-,
ing on the suge with ihr actors to take a bow as the.
Viennese tradition required, 10 be confronted with the to the official kiss uf the Freneh
